School Contact Nos:

Principal's Column

Dear Parents/Caregivers,

Last week we celebrated Harmony Day with students from a number of cultures
performing for all the students. We commenced with a stirring performance from
Community Elders, with our large Aboriginal and Torres Islander population sup-
porting this ceremony. This was followed by a video presentation which demon-
strated to students their place in the world and how lucky we are. Our school
choir sang “Lean on Me” which led into our Philippine students performing tradi-
tional dance. Our Polynesian students then performed two numbers. It was a
wonderful assembly demonstrating some of the diversity that co-exists in our
school along with the many talented students. Congratulations to all students
who performed and my thanks to Mr. Wilson who brought the performers to-
gether.

| believe that all of us, teachers, parents and students want the same thing when
it comes to education. We all want what is best for the students to help them de-
velop the skills that will guide them to a successful future. There are two very
important factors that play a key role in helping this to happen.

The first is attendance. We know from studies that the amount of time spent at
school has a direct impact on student learning. Those students who attend regu-
larly perform better than those who do not. As parents/caregivers you play an
important role in ensuring that your children attend school regularly. | under-
stand how difficult it can be at times when children claim they are ill, however, if
you start to see a pattern of poor attendance then talk to us. It very well could be
an issue linked to school that can be resolved.

The second is the preparedness of your child for learning. This includes re-
sources for lessons, whether they are supplied through the school or you pur-
chase them. Without the necessary resources students can not learn effectively
and will fall behind.

Your Partner Education
Noel Humphrys

§Also in this issue:
Harmony Day

Creative Generation
..and more

Wednesday 25th March — Friday 27th March
Year 8 camp

Thursday 2nd April - Wynnum Manly Art Eisteddfod
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As parents we face some of the largest and most
important challenges in assisting our children to be-
come citizens who can make good decisions, avoid
threats to their safety, and be happy.

The following ten tips are from the Australian Gov-
ernment Department of Health Website and are cer-
tainly relevant now as we assist our students to pre-
pare for Term One tests.

1. Be part of their lives: Be sure to make time for
your children.

2. Listen to them.

3. Be a role model: There is no such thing as ‘Do
as | say, not as | do!’

4. Be honest.

5. Pick your moment: Pick the right time to discuss
topics by looking for opportunities as they arise
naturally.

6. Be calm.

7. Avoid conflict: Try to see the point of view of
each person involved.

8. Keep on talking: Follow up a conversation with
another.

9. Set clear boundaries: Most young people expect
and appreciate clear rules.

Focus on the positive: Encourage young people to
feel good about themselves and reward good be-
haviour.

These messages are equally relevant for teachers
as parents. We expect and appreciate your support
in ensuring that your student is ready to do their
best in upcoming assessments.

Harmony Day Assembly.

The entire school came together on Monday, March
16" to recognize and celebrate Harmony Day.
While the National Harmony Day was Saturday,
March 21%, we enjoyed a celebration of a number of
cultural groups from within our school. The theme of
Harmony Day is that ‘Everyone belongs’ and this
message was reinforced by outstanding presenta-
tions from Indigenous, Philipino, and Polynesian
groups who performed for the enjoyment of all. The
school choir also entertained us and honour us as
representatives to the Creative Generation on
Stage project in coming months.

Year 9 Welfare Day.

We recognise with thanks the leadership of Ms
Nunan and the Year 9 Welfare teachers who con-
ducted a valuable program of activities focused on
getting along with each other and building strong
relationships with fellow students. Many of the stu-
dents demonstrated great maturity and personal
spirit to embrace the challenges of the day and
produce quite moving responses to challenges
within the program.

From the Deputy Principal,
Steve Wilson




Principal's Tips

Planner Focus for the Week.
Middle Years—Effective Reading

Developing your reading skills is essential to
build your knowledge and understanding. Whet
reading a book for information

Look at the Title and Contents
Read the Introduction
Look in the Glossary for Key Words
Doing this gives you a feel for the book.
Often reading the first and last paragraphs in e:
chapter gives you a good idea of the author’s
Purpose
Reading for leisure enhances your
Spelling
Vocabulary
Awareness

“Readers are Leaders” Anon

Later years — The Researching Process

Research should follow a logical sequence
Identifying the Topic / Problem
Breaking it down

Establishing Resources

Collecting Data

Developing a Timeline

Analyzing Data

Coordinating Data

Preparing a report

Reaching Conclusions

CoNoORWNE

“It is better to ask dumb questions than to

put up with dumb mistakésAnon

Principal's Tips

ach?

Entertainment Books —coming soon
Pre-order your copy NOW

Wynnum North State High is raising funds by sell-
ing the 2009/2010 Entertainment Book

Selling for $60 a portion of the proceeds of sales
will help fund technology for the ARTS DEPART-
MENT

Entertainment Books contain hundreds of 25-50%
off and 2 for 1 offers from popular restaurants,
cinemas, hotels, arts, and sporting events. There
truly is something for everyone with high value
offers from Avis, Warner Bros, Movie World,
Crown Towers Hamilton Island, and many more
local businesses.

To reserve you copy of the Entertainment Book
nd receive your free bonus offers. Contact the
school office and pay for your book NOW. This
will ensure you receive your book when they
arrive on 6th April .You can also use the bonus
vouchers from the time of payment. We thank you
for your support in this fundraising cause.

See Flyer attached to back of this newsletter

We have 20 choristers and 14 dancers participat-
ing in this amazing event this year which is to be
held at Brisbane Entertainment Centre Sat 6th
June. Creative Generation involves  schools
statewide and showcases the talent and dedica-
tion of performing arts students.

The students have a busy rehearsal schedule
ahead of them with the choir attending their first
rehearsals yesterday and today and the dance
students attending a mass dance rehearsal on
Saturday 28" March.

This years show will be a much bigger event to
coincide with Q150 celebrations.

| have put an order form for tickets for students
who wish to go to the performances in the office.
Students are to sign up and pay for tickets by
March 27". Students will be accompanied by
teachers to the matinee performance and will
need to make their own way to the evening per-
formance.

Joan Cassidy
HOD the Arts




School Cross Country Carnival

On Thursday 9 April, the annual Cross Country car-
nival will occur during Periods 1 & 2. Roll marking
will commence at 8.45am at Greene Park, Wynnum
(cnr Glenora and Fox St). Students should travel
direct to this venue — parents/carers may wish

to consider travel arrangements . Those students
who are unfamiliar/unsure with this location, should
meet at the school hall no later than 8.30am where
staff will escort these pupils down to Greene Park.
Upon completion of the event, all students will walk
back to school under the supervision of teaching
staff to complete periods 3 & 4. Students attend-
ing include ALL year 8's, year 11/12 Senior Phys
Ed and Health Rec students plus any student
who nominates to run. All other students are to
remain at school for normal classes to occur during
Periods 1 & 2. Good luck to all.

WYNNUM VIKINGS AFL
Auskick 2009

This year the Auskick program has been restruc-
tured in order to offer younger children the opportu-
nity to participate in organized sport in a supportive
and developmental environment. This Auskick pro-
gram is specifically designed for children who are
not ready for club competition
N 5—8 years old

Training 8—9am Sat morn

Start 21st March for 12 weeks

$75 per player

Wynnum Vikings AFL Club

300 Kianawah Rd Wynnum West

Contact: Mihi Watson 0408 162816

We are also still looking for more players to fill our
teams
Ph : Jackie Warnock 0414 528660

FLIPSIDE CIRCUS

Flipside Circus presents Minus the Monkey on the
28th March 2009.
A night of the amazing, absurd, hilarious and of
course, the talented Flipside trainers.
Circus artists from around Australia will come to-
gether to support this remarkable youth circus or-
ganization.
All tickets :
N $20

Family price 2 adults + 3 children $70.

Tables for 12 $180

Venue: All Hallows School Loretta Hall 547 Ann St
Brisbane.

For more info:

Contact Kate 3852 5292 OR
kate@flipsidecircus.org.au

National Youth Tobacco Free Day —
2009

National Youth Tobacco Free Day (NYTFD) is an
annual event, initiated by the Australian Network
on Young People and Tobacco (ANYPAT).
NYTFD is aimed at getting young people thinking
and talking about tobacco, and this year the day
will be held on Friday March 27.

The theme for 2009 is ‘Support plain packs to
avoid their trap’ and aims to promote changes to
legislation which will prohibit tobacco companies
from using cigarette packaging and logos as a
form of advertising.

To encourage young people to explore their atti-
tudes towards tobacco use, ANYPAT is running
an online poll that gives young people the opportu-
nity to share their thoughts on the push for plain
cigarette packaging. By participating in the poll,
young people (10-25) have the chance to win JB
Hi-Fi vouchers and signed Hilltop hoods gear.
Young people can participate online at the Oxy-
Gen website (www.oxygen.org.au).




Lots of Events will be taking place this year to
mark the closing of our school.
The first of these is our Final

isa gl

Saturday 30 May 2009 /
School Hall, 2287 Wynnum Road
Doors Open 6.45pm for 7.30pm start
Cost: $10.00 per person
(Drinks on sale from licensed bar)
BYO Nibblies
Supper provided

Tables: Maximum_ of 6 people

ALL WELCOME

KEEP CHECKING THESE
NEWSLETTERS " H S
and OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE NEWS.
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Councillor Peter Cummings
Wynnum Manly Ward

If you need any help with local council matters
please contact me at:

3A Bay Tce Wynnum
(corner Pine St)
Ph: 3403 2180 Fax: 3403 2177
Email pcumming@ecn.net.au

PETER CUMMING
Working for You

For information or Port Tours contact:
Fiona Parminter
Community Relations Officer

A Business Card size ad in this news-
letter costs ONLY $10 per issue
There are usually 4 per term /

16 —18 per year

Please send details of your ad to:
Chris Euston
Newsletter Editor Ph 3893 6359

3258 4929
Port Office: 1 Sandpiper Ave Port of Brisbane 4178

WYNNUM NORTH STATE HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS DEPARTMENT

THANKS

WYNNUM MANLY LEAGUES CLUB
FOR THEIR ONGOING SUPPORT.

Professional Tutoring in

Reading Spelling Mathematics English

Tomorrow’s Success is Created Today Ph 3348 2488 Wynnum West Shopping Centre




