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Principal's Column

Dear Parents/Caregivers,

As we commence Term 4 we realise how little time is left of the school year. By
the time you read this our Year 12 students will have 6 weeks of school remain-
ing. As | said to them they need to make the most of it and ensure they end on a
high note. Our Year 10 and 11 students have 7 weeks left.

We commenced the first week with the news that our 15 students and 2 teach-
ers who had flown out of Australia on the last day of Term 3 were stuck over-
seas. Apparently the company that was supposed to pick them up from their ac-
commodation in Rome arrived late and dropped them at the domestic airport
instead of the international. The group then had to be transported to Zurich in
Switzerland where they didn’t leave until Monday. This meant that instead of ar-
riving in Brisbane on Saturday they arrived on Wednesday. Quite the adventure,
one | suspect they will remember for a very long time.

Congratulations to Christine Kohl for receiving “The Chancellor's Education
Costs Scholarship” and $500 cash bursary from Griffith University. Christine has
auditioned for entry into their Performing Arts Program. It is always wonderful to
see students develop their skills and use these skills to their advantage. In this
case Christine has honed her singing to the point it has opened a door for her
and her future. No doubt we will hear more of Christine in the future.

Our Term 3 results were very pleasing for our students. The most pleasing as-
pect was to see the increase in the percentage of ‘A’s given. It has grown by
1%. This may seem to be very small, however, it equates to an additional 50
‘A’s. Overall the Year 9 students had the biggest improvement. In particular they
gained 4.5% more ‘A’s and ‘B’s than they did in Term2. This is an excellent re-
sult and the students should be pleased with their efforts. Both the results for
industry and behaviour also improved with 92.4% of behaviour results being
positive.

Towards the end of Term 3 we received our Year 9 results for numeracy and
literacy. There was a great deal of debate in the media about Queensland re-
sults and the implication that our students were doing poorly. When we view the
results of students at Wynnum North SHS we find that our students fall within
the State Mean for overall results. Our strengths were in reading, spelling and in
particular writing. Areas where we were weaker were numeracy and spelling. As
a school we have been very proactive with literacy, operating a program since
2004. With numeracy we have only commenced with some work at Year 9. This
will change next year with the advent of a program at Year 8 and 9. What is im-
portant is that our students are achieving as well as their counterparts through-
out the state. As well we need to recognize that our state results are comparable
with other states regardless of media reports. They fall well inside a standard

deviation of the national mean. | In this Issue:

| French Excursion
e Stage Band
Ve New Outdoor Area....and

Your Partner in Education
Noel Humphrys

Tuesday 14th October—

Parent Teacher Interviews 3.30pm

P&C Meeting 7.30pm

Monday 20th October -Student Free Day
Thursday 23rd October —Yr 11&12 HRC Excursion

Administration: 3893 6333 Fax: 3893 6300 Student Absence Line (24 hr): 3893 6388
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Last week, October 5" — 11" was ¥

actually Mental Health Awareness .

week and we took the opportunity to =

share some key messages with students via daily
notices and at year level meetings. For a long time
people were likely to keep quiet about any mental
health issues, but thankfully times are changing and
there is a greater understanding of dealing with
mental health issues that will affect one of every
four Australians at some stage of their life.

The welfare program at our school targets building
student resilience in the hope that this can prepare
students for the range of personal challenges that
they will face during adolescence. Resilience fac-
tors include building sense of achievement, becom-
ing part of the school community, finding meaning
in difficult situations, expressing feelings in an ap-
propriate way, and have an adult contact that you
can rely upon. These factors are as important for
adults as they are for students.
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With the issue of bullying featuring in a number of
news items recently, it is timely that we remember
that bullying and harassment can lead young peo-
ple to suffer and have wide and long term impacts
on self and family. Part of the problem when dealing
with bullying can be that often the bully does not
realise that they are upsetting the victim, as often
the hurtful exchanges are between ‘friends’. Re-
gardless, if the person feels victimised and the be-
haviour is ongoing, then it is bullying and the impact
on health and academic results can be huge.

Most bullying stems from a lack of tolerance or ac-
ceptance that people can be different and have a
right to be so. As a school we hope to promote that
the culture of the school accepts individuality. We
also need to have in place a climate in which bully-
ing can be reported, and procedures to prevent and
deal with bullying.

reported in your home, please do not ignore it but

year level welfare leader. Dealing with bullying is
always a challenge as there are two sides to each

upon.

some people for a long time, but today there are
greater challenges in dealing with cyber bullying.
Cyber bullies have the same motivation as those of
schoolyard bullies, but the way they operate is quite

different. The remarkable speed of the text mes-
sage, email or internet chat means that rumours
and gossip be spread quickly and widely and also
guite anonymously.

Parents are encouraged to visit the website:
www.netalert.net.au/ to gain further information.
Help us to help your student to be their best by
maintaining communication with both your child
and our school.

Steve Wilson

Principal's Tips

As parents, you have a key role to play. If bullying is i -
make it known to your student’s welfare teacher or; _
report; however we assure you that we will start to -
deal with the issue immediately. Bullying reported at: ..

our school will not be ignored, and will be acted

Bullying has been a sad aspect of schooling for:~

Planner Focus for the Week.

Middle years—Oral Presentations

Developing a well structured oral presen
tation is based on three main components:
Preparation
Presentation

Conclusion

“Your actions not your words are what
counts” Anon

Later years— Procrastination/ Decision
Making

Procrastmaﬂon can stem from:
Avoiding tasks

Being afraid of unpleasant out-
comes

A desire to achieve the perfect re-
sult

A lack of self confidence

An obsession with detail

Not coping with study demands

“Procrastination is the art of keeping up
with yesterday” Anon
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We are currently collecting bags of Allens’ Red
Frogs and “Shake and Mix” Pancake Mix, for
the Red Frog Chaplaincy at this year’s School-
ies week.

" # The Red Frog chaplains will be at the celebra-
tions on the Gold and Sunshine Coast.

The humble Red Frog is a connect point be-

% tween over 60 000 Schoolies around the nation
& % and the many chaplains and volunteers who
help keep them safe. The Pancake Mix helps

provide breakfast for the young people.
")t (&K

Your contribution would be greatly appreciated
and can be left at the administration office any
time before 7 November.
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Lots of career / job information is now avail-
' able for School Leavers.
Parents are welcome to view the Notice
73 4 Board at the end of the corridor past Mr Mil-
9 ford and Mrs Euston’s rooms.

Here are some of the apprenticeship vacan-
cies:

Carpentry / Building
Boiler Making,
Business Administration
Horticulture
Shop Fitting
Please ph Mrs Euston for any details:
3893 6359




The Queensland Government’s ‘Gambling
Community Benefit Fund’
provides majority funding

On the 4th July a project managed by the P&C was
completed, delivering to the school an ‘Outdoor
Learning Area’ which is situated between D & F
Blocks. It consists of a two metre high retaining wall,
a pathway, fencing and landscaping.

It has prevented ongoing erosion on the slope that
previously existed. It will provide a social area for
students, a teaching space and a viewing point for
spectators during sporting events on the oval.

The Queensland Government’s ‘Gambling Commu-
nity Benefit Fund’ is proud to provide the majority
funding [$30,000] for the ‘Outdoor Learning Area” at
WNSHS.

The P&C acknowledges that the GCBF enables
community groups like ours to tackle this type of
large project. We are very appreciative and would
like to thank the GCBF for all their assistance during
the application process and the awarding of the
grant.

During the construction of the ‘Outdoor Learning
Area’ our contractor was placed in receivership
leaving our project incomplete.

Subsequently the P&C contracted ‘Entire Site
Services’ . | would like to commend Rob Watkins
and his team on the efficiency and professionalism
they displayed and for their responsiveness to our
needs.

Entire Site Services is a local Wynnum company
and | would like to recommend them for work within
their scope.

lan Leggat
P&C President

Brisbane City Council FREE vaccination Service
continues.

Upcoming dates:

Thursday 6th November:
3rd and last HPV (Cervical Cancer)

Friday 14th November:
2nd and last Hepatitis B / Chicken Pox

New students at this school who have had some
of these injections at their previous schools need
to contact the School Nurse Anabela on Thur / Fri
in Student Services 3893 6328

The Gardasil vaccination program WILL CLOSE
for all but YR8 girls as of 30th June 2009. Any
young woman under the age of 27 who has not
finished their injections by that date will have to
pay for the remainder.

All young woman in this situation or those who
wish to start the program need to see their GP or a
sexual health service ASAP
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Education Queensland actively supports and en-
courages workforce diversity and equity
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Parenting and Enjoying
Teenagers

A 7 week 2 hour program covering :

Being Assertive with Teenagers
Setting Limits and Boundaries
Sex-Drugs-Alcohol

Handing over responsibility

Dealing with Anger...yours and your
teenager’s

Communication

Building your relationship

and more

COST $40

Group starting Tuesday 14th October
6pm —8pm

for more info / enrolment contact:
Sandy Kelly 3393 4176

This is also a great
program for parents
of younger children

#

Six-a-Side Summer Social Soccer
WHEN: Friday Nights 17 Oct—12 Dec [9 weeks]
from 6.30 pm

WHERE: Mooroondu Football Club,

William Taylor Sportsground, Thornside

COST: $50 + $15 membership fee

WHO: EVERYONE!

Smaller field, modified rules....similar to Rooball
Rules

For Info contact;

Janelle Adrian 3822 9017 /0400 017797

New Members Day

Pandanus Beach, Wynnum Esplanade

26th October 11 am

Look for yellow and blue balloons Check out new
water park for the kids.

Bring a picnic & chairs.

Meet new friends. We also organize dinners, pic-
nics, ten pin bowling, movie nights, dancing
and family camps.

For info contact:

Linda: 3269 8695 /0413426605

Paul: 3882 6173 /044418 664906

Get your kids into Indoor Sports!
Just $7 / game
No Registration fees
No uniforms
Coaches, Refs supplied

Junior Soccer: Tues& Wed 4.00, 4.40, 5.20
Junior Cricket: Fri 4.00

Junior Netball: Mon 4.30, 5.15 (12-15s)
Thurs 4.00, 4.40, 5.20 (4-12s)

Contact us at:

242 Preston Rd Wynnum West 3348 6900

($
Do you want to work school hours? Help chil-
dren to learn? Gain valuable skills and knowl-
edge?

Cert 111 in Education Support Teacher Aide
Will be delivered by Career Keys at various lo-
cations.

20 weeks Part Time, 5 days /fortnight

Contact on: 3200 2700 or download enrolment
pack from:

www.careerkeys.com.au
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: WORLD TEACHERS DAY FRIDAY 31 OCTOBER
: Teachers and staff, parents and students are invited to attend a World Teachers Day thanksgiving

: service from 7am at St Peters Anglican Church, 77 Charlotte Street, Wynnum, Friday 31 October.

: The service will be non-denominational and will conclude by 7.30am.
: All welcome.
1]

rEEEEEEEEEEEEEER



$ %
& (¢

For information or Port Tours contact:

Fiona Parminter
Community Relations Officer
3258 4929

Port Office: 1 Sandpiper Ave Port of Brisbane 4178

SCIPS
is a Local Community Partnership linking Industry to
schools since 1998.
We support schools to expose students to the world of
work, opportunities and options through work place-
ments, school-based apprenticeships, and career and

A Business Card size ad in this news-
letter costs ONLY $10 per issue

transition support There are usually 4 per term /
16 —18 per year
For more information please contact: Please send details of your ad to:

Carmel Dalton at SCIPS on:

3010 1167 or 0418 720137 Chris Euston

Newsletter Editor Ph 3893 6359
ceust3@eq.edu.au

::: Out Friday 24th October (Term 4 Week 3)

m Check your email INBOX ! m
m Or collect from Front Office/Student Services m

Professional Tutoring in

Reading Spelling Mathematics English

Tomorrow's Success is Created Today Ph 3348 2488 Wynnum West Shopping Centre




